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"Amor Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage. These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots " 

NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 


THE CELESTIAL 
NECKLACE 


King Shrenika was given a necklace of precious stones by a deva for 
his Qood deeds. The devo also told him that if the necklace broke the 
who repaired it would die. It happened as the kina feared. 


person 

The necklace broke and Gtueen Chellana, who was wearing it, 
insisted that it be repaired. Would anyone string the stones, even for 
a big reward, and risk death? And if there was such a man, would 
the king honour his promise and give the reward to his heirs? This 
Jain story is based on a retelling of tales from the Agamas (Jain texts) 
by Muni Mahendrakumar. 
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CELESTIAL 

NECKLACE 


KING SHRENIKA OF RAd, 
GOOP PEEPS. ONE PA</ A 


KING WHO HAP PONE MANW 
ORE HIM ANP ... 


GfdHA WAS A PIOUS 
PEUA APPEALED At 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



KING SHRBNIKA W/i5 PLEA5EP TO RECEIVE THE NECKLRCE 
HNP HE GRVE IT TO MIS FAVOURITE WIFE, QUEEN CHELLAHA. 


IT IS HEAV/ENLV 
I GOT IT A6 A 
GIFT FROM A 
PEVA. 


IT 6HINE6 
LIKE THE STARS 
IN THE MILKY 
WAV — IT*5 
HEAVENLY » J 



^ I WILL. NEVER, 
EVEN FOR A SINGLE 
PAY, WILL I PART 
WITH MY NECKLACE! 


look AFTER 
IT WELL. 


ONE MORNING, THE QUEEN 
ABOUT TO PUT ON THE NECKLACE 


QUEEN CHELLANA WORE THE NECKLACE EVERV 

PA^- II ■ I 


THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 


• « • 


WHEN THE STRING GAVE WAV. 








// k 


P 


\ 


, / 




OH, MV 
5EAUTIFUL 
NECKLACE* 




I, 


THE QUEEN'S MAIP CAREFULLT PICKEP 

UP the precious stones strewn on 

THE FLOOR. 


THE KING WILL BE 
ANGRY WHEN HE 
HEARS OF THIS* 


i 


K 










ll 


i I 




<-> 



I POH’T THINK WE 
CAN HAVE YOUR 
NECKLACE 
V REPAlREP. X 


PON’T WORRY, MY 
QUEEN. HE WILL 
SOON HAVE IT 
V REPAIRED. ^ 


BUT WHEN THE KING WAS INFORMEP, HE 
WAS VERY PISTURBEP. 




BECAUSE THE PEVA, 
WHOSE GIFT IT WAS, 
WARNED ME THAT THE 
MAN WHO REPAIRS 
THE NECKLACE WILL 
PIE THE MOMENT 
THE WORK IS PONE. 


I MUST HAVE 
MY NECKLACE. 

I can’t PO j 

WITHOUT IT* k 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



16 OUT OF THE 
question . I CAN*T 
RISK THE LIFE OF 
ANV OF MV 
SUBJECTS* 




YOU ARE SAVINO THIS 
ONLY TO AVOID PAYIN6 
A REWARD FOR THE 
REPAIR OF THE 
^ NECKLACE! / 



7HE KtNd TURNED HELPLESSLN TO Hie RltNISTER ,ABHA7 
KUmAR . 




fZ 


.J(V 




WOMEN ARE 50 
UNREASONABLE | HOW 
CAN I LIE ABOUT THE FATE 
AWAITING THE MAN WHO REPAIRS 
THIS NECKLACE f WHO WOULD 

THEN BE SO FOOLHARDY AS ‘ 
ACCEPT SUCH AN OFFER? 


THE FATE THAT AWAIT5 
WHOEVER REPAIRS THE 
NECKLACE MUST NOT 
BE HIDDEN, MY KING. 


EXACTLY I SO 
WHAT’S THE 
USE OF OFFERING 
A REWARD? 
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OH 1 THEN IT’S 
NOT FOR ME! 


BUT, REMEMBER,THE 

MAN WHO COMPLETES 
THIS TASK WILL DIE 
. IMMEDIATELY AFTER. 







rj 



POR A LONG time NO ONE CAME FOR-- 
WARP JO DO THE WORK, THEN AN OLD 
GOLDSMITH WHO WAS UERV POOR, 
DECIDED TO ACCEPT THE KIN6*e OFFER, 



-.1 iifw Kjr fw%y l-irc 




ANY CASE. IF I DIE TO EARN 
THE REWARD, MY DEAR 
\ SONS Wia BENEFIT I ^ 



50 THE GOLDSMITH ASKED FOR 
PERMISSION TO SPEAK TO THE KING 


FKIENP, 1 AM HAPPY 
YCXi HAVE AGREED TO 
DO THIS SERVICE 
.FOR THE QUEEN, a 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



Y here 16 A PART 

" OF THE REWARP. 
THE RE5T WILL BE 
PAIP WHEN THE 
WORK 15 COMPLETEP 
I HOPE VOU 

V 5UCCEEP. y 


7HB KING TURNBP TO HtQ GUTiRP 


GIVE HIM THE CASKET 
CONTAINING THE 
PRECIOUS necklace. 


% ^ 


r 


WITH OOP’S 
HELP, MV 
KING,I HOPE 
TO SUCCEEP. 


THE GOLDSMITH RETURNBP HOME WITH THE 
CASKET AND TOLP HiS SONS WHAT HE HAP 




PON T TRV TO STOP 

SONS. 

MINP IS MAPE UP. 


THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 



0NL7 REMEMBER, WHEN I HAVE 
COMPLETEP MV TASK ANP I AM 
NO MORE, TAKE THE NECKLACE 
TO THE KING ANP CLAIM 



^nrrrrnr:^ 


THE GOLDSMITH THEN SHUT THE POOR ANP 
BEGAN we WORK. SPREADING THE SPARKLING 
jewels in front of WM , HE PREPARED TO 

threap them, but 


IMPOSSIBLE 




STRING THESE STONES 
THE HOLES ARE SO 
TINV, ONLV AN ANT 
L COULP GO THROUGH 
IV THEM I y 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



...ANP THEN I’LL PLACE 
IT ON THE 6ROUNP LIKE 
TNIS.WITH THE PRECI0U6 
. STONES IN A ROW. > 





/VTfiR A WHILE , AN ANT CAME • 




... ANP PASSED WITH fT THROUGH 
THE HOLES IN THE PRECIOUS STONES- 


THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 


WHEN THE ANT FINALLi EMERGED W/TH THE 
STRING FROM THE LAST STONE,,. 




HE HELD UP HIS BEAUTIFUL HANDIWORK 
AND REJOICED IN IT FOR JUST ONE 
MOMENT, I- 


















































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



/^FTER, SQ^E 77A1E,/^MEM0E^^G THEfR FATHER'S LAST 
WORPSi THE FOUR BO^b TOOK THE CELESTIAL NECKLACE 
TO KING SHREHIKA • 

THE NECKLACE HA6 
BEEN REPAIRED! (3 OOP I 
THE QUEEN WILL BE 
PELIQHTEDI 


THEN MAV WE 
HAVE THE RE5T 
OF THE 
REWARD P 


REWARD ? BUT 
WHERE 16 THE OLD 
MAN WHO REPAIRED 
THE NECKLACE ? ^ 




^ HE TOLD US TO 
COLLECT THE MONEV 
FROM you AFTER 
HIS DEATH. > 


THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 



SAPLi, THE GOLDSMITH'S SONS 
PALACE . 


LEFT THE KING'S 
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amar chitra katha 

eOMB ^EfiRS LPTBRy WE¥ WERE PASS/^/O THROUCfH 
A 

POOR 

IF HE KNEW THE 

kinq refused 

TO ?PN U6 THE 
/y\ONEV HE WULO 
BE VERV 
UNHAPPY. 


• Vr 





^THE OLP OOLPSMITH HAP BEEN REBORN AS A MONREV. THIS MONKEY CHANCEP 
TO ^ SITTING ON A TREE ABOVE ANP, HEARING THEM , THE MEMORY OF HIS PAST LIFE 
FLASHEP UPON HIM WITH BLINPING SUPPENNESS . 





12 


THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 



IF I GO INTO THE I^LACE 
I WILL BE SPOTTEP FTX 
ONCE. I WILL WAIT 
1 0UT6IPE NEAR THIS 
>w TANK. r 


THE MONKEY WENT TO THE PALACE, WON PE RING 
HOW HE COULP GET HOLP OF THE NECKLACE, 




llli 

^•11 






SHE PLACEP HER NECKLACE ANP 

OTHER ORNAMENTS IN THE CARE OF 

HER MA/P, , ^ 

- ^ y ‘ WAIT HERE TILL \-|fi 

A- / * f^ETURN FROM MV 
I P'P THE TANK, 

KAPILA . WE WON’T 
BE L0N6. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEN HE SWOOPEP DOWN SO 
SWIFTL'^--- \ - \ Ig S- 


,..THAT THE MfitP NOT!CEP 
NOTHING . r- 1 


... ANP PICKEP UP THE NECKLACE SO 
PEFTLT . •. ■. iDi l k' i r i— 


THE MONKEY THEN WENT TO HIS OLP HOME 
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THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 



WHAT'5 
THAT ? 


IT'3 THE 
CELESTIAL 
NECKLACE» 


ONE OF THE 60LPSMITH'S SONS SPRANG 
TO THE WINDOW AND SAW THE MQNKE'i 


PON’T BE ALARMEP, 
SON . IT I6 I , HOUR 
FATHER. I WAS BORN 
AGAIN IN THIS 
V FORM.... ^ 


^ there’s 

A MONKEY HERE! 
HE MUST HAVE 
BROUGHT THE 
V NECKLACE! 


IG 




H/ 






S I ^ 


...AND THREW IN THE NECKLACE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE SONS WERE AFRAIP TO KEEP THE 
NECKLACE, BUT 




FAREWELL 
MV 60N6 


WE’LL PIG f\ 
HOLE HERE. 


THIS PLACE 
5H0ULP BE 
QUITE SAFE 
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THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 


s 



f 

I 



KAPILA, 
WHEREAS MV 
NECKLACE? 


NECKLACE...? 
IT... IT’S 
GONE...! 


f VOU ARE TREMBL-\ 
ING, KAPILA! WHY \ 
SUCH FEAR ? I KNOW 
VOU COULPN’T HAVE 
V TAKEN it! 


NO, IN PEEP 

I haven’t. 


MEANWHILE IN THE PALACE GARPENS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



iVe been sitting 

RIGHT HERE SINCE 
VCX4 LEFT! 


BUT THE NECKLACE WAS 
TAKEN AMP VOU NOTICEI? 
NOTHING ? STRANGE | 
WERE VC?U HERE ALL 
THE TIME ? ^ 



V I CAN T ^ 

UNPERSTANP IT. BUT 
THE KING WILL FINP 
THE ANSWER, let’s 
GO BACK TO THE 
^ PALACE. y 




THE CELESTIAL 
NECKLACE HAS BEEN 
STOLEN P WE’LL FINP 
IT SOON ENOUGH. 
SUCH A UNIQUE 
^ NECKLACE CANNOT 
R BE HIPPEN FOR 

long . y 
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THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 


! 



HE TURNEP TO H/S \/tRTUOU& MINISTER 


VES. IT 6HOULP TAKE 
LESS THAN A WEEK TO 
FINP THE THIEF. 


PON’T VOU 
AGREE,ABHAV 
KUMAR P 




■ 

1 / 



THEN GET TO WORK AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. FINP 
THE THIEF ANP RECOVER 
THE necklace. > 


I WILL ORPER AN 
IMMEPIATE SEARCH 
IKJ THE CITY. 




WHAT'S MORE,THEY WERE 
SHOCKEP THAT ANY ONE PAREP 
TO TAKE THE CELESTIAL NECK- 
. LACE . THEY KNOW IT IS i 
\ IMPOSSIBLE TO SELL 

\5UCH A NECKLACE. J \ 


' ...ANP WE ARE 
CERTAIN THEY ARE 
INNOCENT OF THIS 
CRIME. 


\\ 

[ 

^ \ 

i ’'Ij 

Co 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



KUMf^R REPORTEP TO THE KiNO . 


THE NECKLACE WILL 
BE PIFFICULT TO RE¬ 
COVER. WHOEVER TOOK 
IT, MAS NO INTENTION 
OF SELLING IT. 



>95 THERE SEE map TO BE NO OTHER WHY Of 
RECOVER/NQ THE NECKLACE, THE KING ISEtUEP 
A PROCLAMATION. 

iTHERE IS A PEATH 

‘sentence awaiting 

THE MAN WHO 
TOOK THE QUEENS 

necklace ... 



... BUT IF HE COMES 
FORWARP ANP 5URREN 
PERS THE NECKLACE, 
HE WILL BE GRANTEP 
A FULL PARPON. 






i k*\ 






H 




OH ! MV 
SONS SHALL 
NOT GIVE UP 
THEIR CLAIM 
SO EASILY. 


• fm — p * p , - , . 

" • ’* # > ml 


‘ ' rV 






'V.> 


K- 
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THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 




ALL PA^ LONG HE HIP IN THE HOLLOW 
OF A TREE . 
















'to 
















NO, PEAR SONS . PON’T 
RETURN IT. GIVE ME THE 
NECKLACE . I’LL TAKE 
CARE OF THIS MATTER. 






















































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



/fT SUhfSBT H£ VeNTUREP OUT AdfUN SNP CAME 70 
A PARK ^€AR A TEMPLE . i- 


I 

( 


I 

I 



(JUST THEN, ACHARVA SUHAST!, A RENOWEP 
ASCETtC, EMEROEP FROM THE TEMPLE,,. 





% ^ 






» I 




^ 1 4 ^ r 


I f 
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THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 



,,.ANP, STAHP/NG UNPER THE SAME TREE, 
WAS LOST IN MEPITATION, 





FOR A LONO TIME THE MONKEY WATCH£P 
THE ASCETIC, THEN A THOUGHT SLOWLV 
PAWNEP ON HIM — 

THE ASCETIC IS AN 
HONEST MAN. WHERE 
ELSE COULP THE 
NECKLACE BE MORE 
SAFE THAN ON 


SO HE PLACEP THE NECKLACE ROUNP THE 




ANP WENT AWAY, WELL SATISF/EP. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THAT NtQHT, THE KINO'S A1/A//STEE, ASHAV 
KUmAH, WAS PEACTtSiNG AUSTE^iT/ES IN 
THE TEMPLE IN THE COMPANY OF ACM ARY A 
SUHASTES DISCIPLES. 



AT THE END OF THE FIRST QUARTER OF 
THE NIGHT, SHIVA, THE DISCIPLE WHO HAD 
SEEN ATTENDING UPON SUHASTt, RETURN¬ 
ED TO THE TEMPLE- - -- 

WHV IS HE SAVING 

THAT IN5TEAP OF 
THE USUAL SALUTA¬ 
TION, "-ALL IS WELL'? 
I /WUST ASK HIM TO 

explain. 



TRUE, BUT I WAS 
ONCE A HOUSEHOLDER 
AND I HAVE EXPEJ^IENC- 
ED FEAR. I RECALLED 
THE FEELING AGAIN 
JUST NOW. 




SHIVA NARRATED HIS UFE*S STORY . 
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THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 


AS SHIVA WAS FINISHING HIS STORY, THE 
SECOND QUARTER ENDED AND THE DISCIPLE, 
SUVRATA, WHO HAD BEEN ATTENDING UPON 
SUHAS 7/, ENTERED • 




TOO RECALLED AN EPISODE IN HIS LIFE 
WHEN HE HAD EXPERIENCED FEAR. 



AT THE END OF THE THIRD QUARTER OF THE NIGHT, 
THE DISCIPLEyUAYANA, WHO HAP JUST COMPLETED 
HIS TURN OF ATTENDING ON THE ASCETIC, RETURNED. 



r ■ 

'S 



U. •>' 



ABHAY KUMAR 


him, too, to TELL HIS STORY 



FEAR, 

EXTREME 

. FEAR 


UUST AS UAYANA HAD FINISHED HIS STORY, THE 
FOURTH QUARTER OF THE NIGHT ENDED, AND THE 
DISCIPLE, PHANNYA, RETURNING FROM HIS DUTIES 
WITH SUHASn, UTTERED THE STRANGE WORDS 


AND PHANNYA, LIKE SHIVA , SUVRATA AND UAYANA, TOLL 
ABNAY KUMAR AN EPISODE IN HIS PAST WHEN HE 
HAD EXPERIENCED EXTREME FEAR. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


/)S HE MADE H/S H^AV OUT 


n WAS A^ORNtNQ WHEN THE LAST 
PtSCiPLE FiNiSHEP HIS TALE. THE 
PEMOUT PRIME MINISTER. PREPAREP 
TO PEPART. 1- 


THE QUEEN’S 
NECKL/)CE» 


NOW I UNPER- 
5TANP WHT THEY 
SENSEP FEAR f FOR /AN 
ASCETIC, THE SIGHT OF 
WEALTH IS FEARFUL 
BECAUSE IT IS THE 
CAUSE OF ALL THE 
I WORLD’S EVILS. ^ 


BUT THE SAGE IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THE 
necklace . HE IS CALM. 
HE HAS ACHIEVED 
COMPLETE DETACH- 
T MENT. i 


I DON’T KNOW HOW THE 
NECKLACE CAME TO BE 
ROUND THE GOOD 
ACHARYA’S NECK, BUT 
I KNOW THAT HE 

L COULD NOT HAVE 

STOLEN IT. / 









\ 1 







me unhookep the clasp 


... ANP TOOK THE NECKLACE SACK TO 
THE KINO, - 


if YOU HAVE FOUND 
/ THE NECKLACE | 

I WHERE IS THE BOLD 
\ THIEF WHO TOOK / 

IT ? A 


THERE WAS NO 
THIEF, KING . I FOUND 
IT ROUND THE NECK 
OF ACHARYA SUHASTI 


SUHASTI, 
OUR PURE 
SAGE ! YOU 
MUST BE 
JOKING. 


THE NECKLACE WAS 
SPARKLING ROUND 
THE SAGE’S NECK, 
WHILE HE WAS 

co/mpletely unaware 

OF IT AND peep IN 

MEDITATION. A 


THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 

































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



VE5. SOMEONE, IT APPEARS 
WANTS TO PRAW VOUR 
ATTENTION TO AN IN¬ 
JUSTICE CONNECTED 
V WITH THE NECKLACE. y 


THERE IS SOME 
MVSTERV BEHIND 
THIS .... > 



< THE OLD GOLD¬ 
SMITH MUST HAVE 
DIED THE MOMENT 
THE NECKLACE 
^ WAS RERqiRED. 


^ THATS TRUE. YES 

NOW 1 remember! 
that's the reason 

HE WAS NOT GIVEN 

the rest of the 
V reward! y 


THE OLD MAN WHO 
REPAIRED THE NECKLACE 
DID NOT TURN UP FOR 
THE REST OF THE REWARD 
— DO YOU THINK THAT 

HAS anything to DO 
WITH THE THEFT OF 
THE NECKLACE? 


• I 




* 






of 


^ ‘ -iS*> 
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THE CELESTIAL NECKLESS 



^ BUT HIS SONS 
CAME AND YOU 
DENIED THEM THE 

benefit of their 
father's work. 


A’/A/G SHRENIM W>?S LOST W THOUGHT 
FOR A \RHILB, THEN 

QUEEN CHELLANA 
WAS NOT SO 
WRONG, AFTER ALL. 

THOUGH 1 DID HOT 
ADMIT IT EVEN TO 
MYSELF, I DID NOT 
WANT TO RAY 
A REWARD. 



/ 




A KING MUST BE A FATHER 
TO HIS SUBJECTS WHEN THEY 
ARE IN HARDSHIP, YET 
I WITHHELD FROM THOSE 
POOR BOYS WHAT WAS 
THEIR PUE \ 

O O 



SEND FOR THE 

goldsmith’s sons 

AT ONCE SO THAT 
I CAN MAKE 
^ AMENPS. 
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AMAR CHIl RA KATHA 


rm aovs wm^ 


TH£ iCtNA HAP ASAiMCQ 


the ME55A6fE TH/ir 


SOONER OR LATER 
HE kVAS BOt/NP TO 
COME TO Hic> 



OH M/>9V TO THE PALACE, THE^ HAP TO PASS 

MONKEY SAV^ HfS SONS* 


M 

r 


THROUOH the FOREST, THE 




i 




le I 


M 


MV PEAR SONS! 
THEV ARE LOOKING 
HAPPY.I WONPER 
WHERE THEY 
ARE GOING ? 






% 





















THE MONKET followEP THEM AT A P!STANCE 
INTO THE palace 



'«) 
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here 16 THE 
rewarp. TAKE 
IT ANP LIVE A 
LIFE WORTHY 
OF VOLIR GOOP 
FATHER- 


















































































































































